EUROPE (3)

DODECANESE ISLANDS, at south-eastern end of
^Egean Sea, first occupied by Italy in 1912, during
Italo-Turkish War. Italian possession confirmed by
Treaty of Lausanne, 1924. Fourteen islands in all.
Total population, 132,000 (83 per cent Greek).
Italian naval stations on Rhodes and Leros. Posses-
sion of these islands strategically important as
strengthening Italy's position in Eastern Mediter-
ranean.
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